" THE INCHCAPE ROCK
Robert Southey

’

Introducing. the author

Robert Southey (12 August 1774 - 21 March
1843) was an English Romantic poet and
Poet Laureate from 1813 to his death in 1843.
He is a prolific letter writer, literary scholar,
€ssay writer, historian and biographer.

Warm up

The ‘Inchcape Rock’ is a perilous reef off the east coast of Scotland near the .
mouth of the river Tay. The rock was a few inches above the surface of the sea in low tide
and was completely covered by the sea in high tide or when the sea was rough. Many
ships had been wrecked by this ‘Inchcape rock’ when it was covered by the sea. This
poem is based on this notorious ‘Inchcape Rock.’ In this poem, Southey decries the

evildoing of Sir Ralph the Rover who pays with his life for the crime of removing the
Inchcape bell and his sins against humanity. ‘ |

" Read the following unit of the text and note how dangerous the Inchcape Rock was:



| Q.1. How does the poet describe the Inchcape Rock ?

Ans. The Inchcape Rock w‘g situated in the eastcoast of
Scotland. During low tide it appears over the surface. During high
tide it remains under water.

Q.2. Was the Inchcape Rock dangerous ? Give your reasons ? |

Ans. The Inchcape Rock was daﬁgerous, because many ships |
got knocked with it during high tide and were destroyed.

Q.3.. Why did the Abbot place a bell on the Inchcape Rock ?

., Ans. The Abbot realised the danger created by the Inchcape
Rock. So he placed a bell on the inchcape rock so that it would warn
the sailors. '

Q 4. When did the Inchcape bell rmg ?

Ans. The mchcape bell foated ona buoy in the storm and sent
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wammgs rin gmg loudly when there was hlgh t1de It was savmg the
shlpS lives of the sallors ‘

Q. 5. Why did the marmer&bless the Abbot ?

Ans. Abbot placed the Inchcape bell. it rang in the storm and
hlgh tide and warned the sallors So they blessed the Abbot.
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- Q 1. HO“ does the poet express the "cheering power of
' spring" ?

- Ans. Sprmg 1s the king of all seasons Natune looks gay. The
sun shines brightly. The sea birds scream. Everything looks joyous.

Q2. How did Ralph come across the inchcape bell ?

Ans. Str Ralph was saxlmg in the sea. He came by the side of
the lnchcape rock and from his ships deck, he saw the darker speck,

- the mchcape bell.

Q. 3 What was the EflELt of the cheermg power of sprmg on
| Ralph ? L '
\ “ Ans. The cheering power of sprin g usually makes men happy,
spirited, joyful. But Ralph was awicked fellow. So his mind was
b, filled with wicked ideas seeing the joyous spr mg around.
: ’Q 4. What km(l ot pelson was Ralph ? Which lme tells you
| tlus 2 | ‘

: Ans. Sir Rdlph was a wnckc.d fellow The lme which tells this

- <is~ "But the Rover's mirth was mc,lsedness
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‘ Q 5 What act of wickedness did he do ?

| ~ Ans. He cut the mchcape bell and dest1 oyed it. It was an act
~of chkedness

Q.6. Why dld he do the wncked act ?.

B ~ Ans. Sir Ralph was envious of Abbot’s reputatlon He made .
the w1cked act to destroy his glory. |
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(1. How did Ralph berose St |
d e Jhigg i the s@aand became rich;

‘Ans. Ralph piundered
Q.2 Why ‘did the ship lose irs w: —')"

E I

heading towards Seotinad

in the sex while it was

Ans. While the ship was he qJ'z 2] m"fmla Sc.e hnd lt 10%1 its
/ shij

I -

way bzcause the sky-was overcast, N \.,u,;r‘.g, Was sSe

l"

Cii.
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Q.3. Why d_id'a mariner think that they were near the shore ?

Ans. A mariner thought that they were near the shore because

L4

they heard the breakers roar.
'Q.4. "Oh Christ ! It is the Inchcape Rock !""

Why did the-mariners exclaim it ?

| Ans. The sailors heard the breakers roar. They thought that it
was shore, not inchcape rock because there was no bell sound. But
the ship collided with the rock. Being astonished, the sailors exclaimed

_ Oh Christ ! It is the Inchcape Rock". |

Q.5. Why did Sir Ralph curse himself ?.

Ans. Sir Ralph cursed himself because he had destroyed the
inchcape bell before. But for his stupidity the ship wrecked and he
died. ' |
Q.6. "The devil below was ringing his knell".

" What doces the expression mean ?
.Sir Ralph too began

Ans. Dhe =hip wreeked and began sinking
e devil

water He was punished for b is wicked action. Th
scing Lo die aflera

i
=

sinking Mmio
inside waier wes iinging his death befi. e was
~ few minutes.

Q.7. Do you find this pocmi b
the first.stanza is AABB. Is the rhyme schern

Jusical ? The rhyme scheme of
o same for

all the stanzas 7 )
Ans. The poem is mu ical. The rhyme scheme for alt e

stanzas is AA BB.
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by enjoyment of each other’s company,

TO MY TRUE FRIEND
Elizabeth Pinard

Warm up
We meet our true friend only once in a lifetim
mall but in the hearts of a true friend. Friendship is a relationship between two persons

who hold mutual affection for each other. The value of friendship is often the result of
friends consistently demonstrating the desire to do what is best for the other, showing

mutual understanding, emotional support, and compassion. Friendship is also marked
trust in each other and positive reciprocity. Read

e. The greatest gift is not foundina

the poem and note how the poet cherishes the memories of her friend:

Scanned with CamScanner



(D who 5 i g of To Ny e priend 4 i1
‘4 Migy
Elitodedh Pinand 14 the ot 0F 0 My

@ Whot do Y0 Mean by Frend \ |
f] : : od o PO . 3

k rPE/'LSOﬂ Who hemj wrh G(iw 14 ¢alp }
@ whodt /5 Frirendship 9 oo 1O Q“‘

Pitionddhip 14 o relatondhip  berwee
hid Ve offe gHon  Fot  Pach othesC -

@ whot do Jau mean b qga}/mug_ prignd
A Petgon  whe chmej btk eaFYl and
omend 15 Coned  tent pite /insimacre. AU

@ What dieg thp et Pray  Per )

The  Poes- @@Gﬂ roN_ r'm/rd r(—FCLh';7 o hest Friiend ghip
She  hag  intimode  and Se TGOSy mind . | 3

(@) Hw did Hhe_pdiend 8’7600’(7&_ the Pet 9.
when the  Popt didnl+ W‘D what +0 do She W’Ef" %
ot hof_TiEQ_ wag 870 1. At that Hme her Pried S

Qﬂcoumj{i R0 Keep PaentnCind oS eﬁ‘flﬂ"’”’"y
@“ W did +he Fiend W@éwm@ﬁ‘@z{ro@&\) het 3 |
S when  thy fopt 15 dishatdened in Probrems . Thena 5}{
eoshuted 40 thp  foed avold sadneds '
B uﬂ'()] did e et Htus+ hesC Frend c) '
The Poet Htosted  hex_ptiend begavse she_ neves
Juded hes, ved P Uﬂﬂf’”d"*""”a(”/ e Ll

1 '\{ou&g' theest FOI . : 1
-4

Jet‘thU} :

é

]

Scanned with CamScanner



@ H'Olb C‘L’i %LP’UQnd M‘Sp'ﬁ@&‘l’mﬁ CMPldQ'\CQ n 'Hsk

Pogt o
whe N %L"’DH W08 dighpartdngd | hopeltss about an

ootion and MEAUH - A+ dhad HME 5htmsi)we¢f Mes_
PP mhad N g mofm/\ b 0 eIt Aheljw ba;ux
8UF- conprdentd .

@ HoW  deed. Hhe Poed chest L4h U-,app(y) %ﬁ_mﬁmogl oF- h%

Pr(,rgni 0 | :
The Moot chestished - he_mementy OF he_FUENd 24

Minesging  hext_ Bedeet 8mijg ) hest heatd - This slre
madthdL Masth HJh-Fened( | |
@’ ML% Priiend - 5+a<7}n . Clog¢ " - ggoh \‘0*’19}( &\ |
o, T, Mjfﬂgw‘\wem. ey depatr FIOM S0
mMQ
@ Had does —ng Phef vmu&%m m,en&p,/) 3 :
The oot VALY hex Prtieadghip. ad Oqu,ou5 j%g/quﬁ
(Hsar@‘o M= and Pduruy\ i Hi mp;mvy .
B w}ﬁ doed AhL&kwﬁmeﬂd CHosresa) d
o lovel == PP Uneonds +Honaj 5}\&},0&4\ no qohtg,(.a/
T\JJJUMQ 1% hmP@Qﬁ&h'P»ﬁhiwaﬂ% no eun

RO\ awm MJ :(%7 #_hu Fiend

@ what 14 'H“UOQHJ Finad wwh é
The o Final wisgh 14 She woutd @U 5%“/’%@10\5

Fiti endBhip oL Floast and. r«/— would_ ”QM i& owJaJ .

Scanned with CamScanner



